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the height of her power, was engaged in the task of
preventing a Turkish conquest of Italy, which had
been a pressing danger three years before, when the
Ottomans occupied Otranto. The Papacy had been
freed from the Great Schism, but the Popes were
worldly and vicious; they had lost the spiritual
ascendancy which they had formerly enjoyed, and
were embarking upon schemes for the increase of
their temporal power and the exaltation of their
families. At present, complete religious unity pre-
vailed, but the growth of Learning, the revival of
Literature, and the great devotion to the study of
classical authors, foreshadowed the approaching up-
heaval. Already the dogmas of the Church were
disregarded, and the writings of contemporary
Italians display a tendency toward agnosticism, if
not towards paganism. But, at the same time, a new
and powerful Christian state was arising in the south-
west, The marriage of Ferdinand to Isabella had
united the two kingdoms of Aragon and Castile,
and the u Catholic Sovereigns" were making great
progress towards the reduction of Granada, the last
stronghold of the Moors, and of the Prophet, in
Western Europe. That city was the final bar to the
complete unification of Spain, and it was clear that,
when its conquest was completed, the kingdom would
be a new and important factor in the European
relations.

Henry was drawn into the vortex of continental
politics at the very outset of his reign. Louis XL
had been succeeded by Charles VIII., the primary
object of whose policy was the completion of the